
Middle-schoolers get sneak peek at college life

By REBECCA LAYNE

The Winchester Star

MIDDLETOWN — Eighth-grader Salem Dixon always knew she wanted to go to college, but on Tuesday, she 
realized that she might want to start her career at Lord Fairfax Community College.

“Ther e’s a lot of opportunities for good degrees,” she said.

“ And it’s cheaper,” said her friend and classmate Tif fany Mayne.

“A lot cheaper,” Salem added.

On Tuesday, about 100 eighthgrade students from James Wood Middle School visited LFCC to learn more about 
higher education and career pathways and to gain confidence that they can attend college.

“You don’t have to come from money to go to college,” Brandy Boies, LFCC coordinator of student life, told them. “ 
You don’t even have to be a straight-A student to go to college. I wasn’t.”

All eighth-grade students from each of Frederick County’s four middle schools will have the opportunity to visit 
LFCC over the next few weeks. It is the second year for the partnership.

During Tuesday’s tour, students visited a science lab, the library, student center, cafeteria and bookstore.

They also learned about the c o ll e g e ’ s transfer agreements with four-year schools, the price of tuition ($416 per 
class) and the types of certificates and associate’s degrees offered.

Seth Noel said he wants to at
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GINGER PERRY/ The Winchester Star James Wood Middle School eighth-graders tour the Middletown campus of 
Lord Fairfax Community College on Tuesday morning.
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Aaron Painter, LFCC outreach and athletics specialist, talks to the middle school students in LFCC’s McCoy 

Theatre. All Frederick County Public Schools eighth-graders will tour the college.
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from Page B1 tend LFCC for two years before he enrolls at Virginia Tech. “ I t’s a good start-off place. It’s basic 
college education, so it prepares you when you do go to college.” 

Although many of the students wanted to attend the community college, some had other plans. 

Sebastian Gallegos wants to enroll at Florida International University because his uncle went there. His friend Jack 
Gonzales wants to attend the Air Force Academy. 

However, both learned a few things on Tuesday about university life. 

“College is big,” Jack said. 

“Ther e’s a lot of stuff to do,” Sebastian added. 

— Contact Rebecca Layne at r layne@winchesterstar.com

Powered by TECNAVIA Copyright © 2013 Winchester Star 10/23/2013

Page 2 of 2

10/24/2013http://winchesterstar.va.newsmemory.com/eebrowser/frame/check.7427/php-script/fullpa...


